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Georgian Britain 

Teachers’ Notes 

Curriculum subject 

History 

Key Stage 

3 

Theme 

Entertainment 

Rationale 

The concept of leisure and entertainment really took off in the Georgian 
period. Leisure pursuits varied in affordability, from card games, 
gambling, sports, theatre and walking to painting, exhibition-going and 
prestigious dances. Being able to afford the more expensive activities 
became a sign of one’s social status. This activity, aimed at key stage 3 
students, explores the kinds of entertainments on offer in the Georgian 
period through primary source material and assumes students have a 
basic understanding of the period.  

http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain
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Content 

Primary sources from the website 

All sources about popular culture on the Georgian Britain website. 

Recommended reading from the website 

• Georgian Entertainment: From Pleasure Gardens to Blood Sports  

• The Rise of Consumerism 

Key questions 

• What constituted entertainment for the Georgians? 

Activities 

1. Ask students to use all of the sources related to popular culture on 
the Georgian Britain website to produce a mind map of leisure 
activities on offer in the period. How might students categorise 
these? Were they available to both rich and poor? Do students find 
any of them shocking? How many of these activities might we still 
do today?  

2. Introduce students to authors such as Ian Mortimer, Lucy Worsley 
and Ruth Goodman who have produced time traveller-style guides 
and television programmes about different historical periods. Ask 
students to work in groups to produce their own travel guide to 
entertainment during the Georgian period using the primary source 
material from the Georgian Britain website plus additional research. 
Some of these could be published in a school magazine, newsletter 
or website. 

https://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain/collection-items?related_themes=popular-culture
http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain/articles/georgian-entertainment-from-pleasure-gardens-to-blood-sports
http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain/articles/the-rise-of-consumerism
http://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain/collection-items?related_themes=popular-culture
https://www.bl.uk/georgian-britain
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